Manitoba Organic Development Fund (MODF)
FAQs
Why is Manitoba one of the only provinces to collect a specific check-off on organic grains?
Quebec also has a check-off on organic grains. Other provinces have tried to get their Governments to
implement an organic check-off but they have not yet been successful. Saskatchewan has implemented a
voluntary organic check-off, which means that buyers must voluntarily agree to collect the fully
refundable check-off.
How do I benefit from an organic grain check-off?
Mainstream commodity organizations undertake policy, advocacy, research and market development
work on behalf of the producers who pay their check-off fees. This results in new and improved varieties,
better access to markets and a higher profile within Government, which in turn means more
commodity-specific programs such as risk management and other funding programs. In organic,
associations across the country are strapped for money as they have limited access to private money.
They tend to rely on Government grants that typically require 50% private matches. Organic associations
are not able to fully capitalize on these funds as they do not usually have the private match. Commodity
associations do.
While mainstream commodity groups do some great things that benefit you, they typically do not have
specific programs designed to address the needs of organic producers. For instance, they do not do
research on crop varieties that thrive under organic management or intercropping, they do not advocate
for organic insurance or funding programs, they do not undertake extension programs for organic
producers, nor do they undertake specific market development activities for organic producers.
When did the check-off come into force?
The organic check-off became law on August 12, 2021. Regulation 62/2021, the Manitoba Organic
Alliance Designation Regulation falls under the Agricultural Producers Organization Funding Act.
Designated organic grains sold after that date are subject to the check-off.
What products are covered by Regulation 62/2021?
The regulation covers all varieties and types of the following crops, including those destined for food,
feed and seed. Crops and livestock not on this list are not subject to the check-off.
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Barley
Buckwheat
Canola
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Chickpeas
Edible beans
Faba beans
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Flax
Hemp
Lentils
Millet
Mustard
Oats
Sunflower
Wheat, including winter and spring and
ancient wheats including spelt, triticale,
Kamut, red fife einkorn and emmer
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Other edible grain legumes
Peas
Quinoa
Rye
Soybeans

Which crops and livestock grown in Manitoba are NOT subject to the organic check-off?
Corn, sorghum, camelina, vegetables and fruit. Livestock are also not included in the regulation.
Are crops destined for all end uses such as feed, food and seed subject to the check-off?
Yes. Seeds grown for green manure or animal forage are not subject to the check-off unless sold as seed.
How is the check-off fee calculated?
The check-off is 0.5% of gross sales. For example, if you sell a super B load of spring wheat (~1,654 bu) @
$14/bu, your sale price would be $23,156 (assuming no dockage) and your checkoff would be $116. For a
super B of flax (~1,772 bu) that you sell for $34/bu for $60,234, the check-off would be $301.
If you opt to pay the conventional and organic check-offs for these grains (i.e. you do not request a
refund from the associations that collect the check-offs), your total check-off for these quantities of grain
would be $161 for wheat and $602 for flax.
How does the check-off amount compare to other check-offs?
Conventional barley grown in MB: $1.06/MT
Conventional spring wheat grown in MB: $1.00/MT
Conventional winter wheat grown in MB: $0.98/MT
Conventional oats grown in MB: $0.50/MT
Conventional oats grown in MB: $1.00/MT
Conventional flax grown in MB: 0.5% of gross sales

Conventional sunflowers grown in MB: 0.5% of gross sales
The organic voluntary check-off in Saskatchewan and the mandatory check-off in Quebec is 0.5%/MT

Can I get a refund on my organic check-off?
Yes, you can ask for all or part of your 0.5% checkoff back. To get your fee, or part of the fee back, please
complete the form on the Manitoba Organic Alliance website.
Which grain crops have two check-off fees?
Wheat, barley, sunflowers, oats, lentils, canola, buckwheat, peas, chickpeas, soybeans, lentils, edible
beans and other edible pulse grains currently have conventional and organic check-offs in Manitoba. A
national marketing check-off is in the works for hemp, but this check-off has not yet become law.
Why do I pay two check-off fees for some crops?
There are several reasons for this. First, when MOA first discussed the regulation with Government
officials, the association was not given a choice of an organic-priority check-off (i.e. a single check-off for
organic growers). Second, MOA did not want to deprive existing commodity associations of this revenue
stream. These associations use check-off money for research and other projects that benefit all growers,
including organic producers. Finally, organic growers have the final say about which associations they
want to support with their check-off dollars. They can choose to get a refund from any or all associations
or they can choose to remit only part of their check-off dollars to MODF.
Who manages check-off funds?
The Manitoba Organic Development Fund is a subcommittee of organic grain growers elected annually at
the Manitoba Organic Alliance AGM. Only organic grain growers have a vote. Funds will be spent on
projects that advance the organic sector in Manitoba, including on research, extension, market
development and strategic projects.

